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Part III;  Mission Statement:


The Shelter’s primary function is the rescue, sheltering and adoption of stray and abandoned cats.  Volunteers maintain, clean and feed the animals and shelter facility.


The shelter is a clean, safe, caring refuge. Approximately 75 volunteers maintain the shelter and give needed attention to the animals.  Volunteers solicit appropriate home-placement for all shelter animals, and educate the public about animal welfare issues through the distribution of a newsletter and participation in community events.  


In order to ensure that rescued cats do not contribute to overpopulation, ALL cats and kittens are spay/neutered, given FVRCP and Rabies shots, and tested for FELFIV before adoption.  Shelter kittens are spay/neutered between 8 and 12 weeks of age depending upon their weight.  Rescued animals are put to sleep by veterinarians only if they are diagnosed as severely ill or diseased.
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Some Examples:


In 2010 we continued our expansion, the exterior is complete and the rough plumbing, electrical and heat are all installed.  We expect to be installing two sinks in the isolation room January 2011.  This area will house two isolation rooms a meet and greet room where visitors can privately visit with a potential adoptive cat and it will house a fourth group room for older cats.  A generous supporter has offered to reconstruct a roof over the outside screen patio to allow the cats to continue to utilize the outdoor play area during inclement weather.  This area has always been a blessing to the kitties, but it has become leaky and uncomfortable on rainy and snowy days.  We hope this temporary fix will allow us enough time to find funds to construct a new permanent roof.   The isolation room will soon have two new veterinarian sinks installed with the help of funds designated for the addition!  We are making progress, but we are still in need of funds for this to be complete.


In this tough economy the shelter has experienced an increase in surrenders and a decrease in our adoptions.  Therefore, at the end of September we are currently caring for well over 100 cats at the shelter.


We have established a partnership with Petco, which sponsors shelters across the country to promote animals that are available for adoption.  Volunteers visit the local Leominster, MA facility twice a month to inform people of our shelter and fundraise with our handmade cat crafts.  We have participated in two events at PetSmart this year and we display an adoption board at WalMart in Lunenburg, MA.

 
For the current year ended, 440  cats were adopted from the shelter, 29 cats were spay/neutered with our low cost spay/neuter program, 47 diseased or injured cats were put down by our veterinarians and 128 were being housed and cared for at the shelter on 09/30/2010. 

